
College Students Need Aid

Online mutual aid efforts have appeared in universities
across the US as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

College students were uprooted from their lives at
universities and many now have to face food insecurity,
difficulty with housing, and unemployment, among other

factors. Mutual aid efforts are necessary social
infrastructures to assure that vulnerable groups, like college

students, are having their needs met.

MUTUAL AID AND ITS

NEED 

The Power of
Community

"In systems of mutual aid,
communities take on the

responsibility for caring for one
another, rather than forcing

individuals to fend for themselves."

To Give
Something 

Mutual aid efforts encourage
community members to give what

they can. From offering $5, to
groceries, to toothpaste, community

members offer what they have
available to help other community

members.

An Increased
Need

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many
vulnerable groups felt a

disproportionate need arise for basic
necessities. In addition, an increased

rate of unemployment meant that
many other groups needed aid as

well.

For a list of mutual aid organizations throughout the
country, visit:

https://www.swipehunger.org/community-care/

Solidarity Not
Charity

Mutual aid efforts are "volunteer run,
transparent, and driven by the needs
articulated by community members." 



LEARN ABOUT MUTUAL AID DURING

COVID-191

What was the role of the pandemic in highlighting

why mutual aid was necessary for communities? 

In its design , are there any obstacles present

keeping groups from receiving mutual aid?

Read about it here :

https ://www .vice .com/en_us/article/y3mkjv/what-is-

mutual-aid-and-how-can-it-help-with-coronavirus

Ask yourself : 

LEARNING MORE ABOUT

MUTUAL AID ON COLLEGE

CAMPUSES:
3  EASY  THINGS  YOU  CAN  DO  TO  LEARN

MORE

LEARN FROM STUDENTS2

What factors present were necessary for student

leaders to organize and create an emergency fund? 

Why are emergency funds for college students

necessary?

Read about it here :

https ://www .teenvogue .com/story/university-of-

chicago-student-coronavirus-mutual-aid-effort-

campus 

Ask yourself : 

DISCUSS AMONG YOURSELF AND YOUR

FRIENDS!
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What does the increased need for mutual aid

reveal about flaws within our social safety nets?

What criteria would you use to assess the

effectiveness of mutual aid in guaranteeing

that vulnerable group ’s need are met?

How would you assure that no group is

excluded?

What are the things college students need the

most? 

Are these items “too much” to ask for? 

Why are mutual aid funds necessary for college

students?

Should universities take more accountability to

ensure that their student ’s needs are being

met? If so , how?

After reading about mutual aid efforts in other

campuses , how do you feel about student

efforts on campus at UR regarding COVID-19

relief?

How would you assess the relief UR has

provided for its students? 

Do you believe UR was transparent in its efforts

to provide relief?

After reading so much information , it 's important

to learn from yourself ! 

Ask yourself :


